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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting  held on Tuesday 18’th May 2010 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town 
Hall. 

 
Present:  

Jean Chandler  (JC) : Chair 
  Lesley Craig  (LC) : Houghton & Wyton PC 
  Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

Margaret Lumb  (ML) : Bluntisham PC 
Colin Saunderson (CS) : St. Ives TC 
Mike Newman  (MN) : HDC 
Peter Brace  (PB) : Earith PC 
Jill Prangnell  (JP) : Colne 

   
1 Apologies 
 
Bob Carr, Margaret Shardlow, Bill Halford, Terry Rogers 

 
2 Minutes - To approve Minutes of  16’th March  2010 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on March 16’th,  2010  were approved without 
amendment. 
 
3 Matters arising from Minutes 
 
The correct name of the new inspector is Steve Poppitt. 
 
4 Correspondence 
 
CCC Donation: 
 
OM reported that the request for a donation from the County Council towards costs had 
been turned down by the county due to a lack of funds. 
 



St. Ives Town Council Donation: 
 
A letter had been received from St. Ives Town Council advising that Members of the 
Town Council had agreed a grant of £50 to the Road Safety Committee. 
 
Action: OM to write a letter of thanks. 
 
Resignations: 
 
OM reported that Andy Rhodes had resigned from the RSG . OM read out an email from 
AR giving his main reasons for resigning which were pressure of work and changing 
personal circumstances. Bob Marston had also resigned following the last meeting and 
had confirmed this by email. 
 
Action: It was agreed that OM would write to both thanking them for their considerable 
contributions to the committee over the years. 
 
20MPH Limit: 
 
A letter was received from CCC Highways describing the plans for the 20 MPH trial in 
St. Ives. 
 
 
5 Neighbourhood Panel Reports 
 
St. Ives Forum – Report by Peter Brace 
 
The RSG topic which was raised was speeding vehicles through villages on the A1123. 
The minutes of the Forum meeting stated: 
 
St. Ives Road Safety Committee: 
 
Mr B Halford addressed the meeting on behalf of St. Ives Road Safety Committee and 
raised the issue of police enforcement of the national speed limit for HCVs on single 
carriage roads. Specifically a request was made for Police enforcement of the 30mph 
speed limit along the B1040 Potton Road at Hilton, together with details of future 
enforcement plans.  
 
In response, Inspector Gourlay outlined the measures through which enforcement could 
be undertaken. These included mobile CCTV, the use of the Neighbourhood Policing 
Team and speed measuring strips.  Discussion also took place as to the actions that the 
Police could take at Hilton. 
 
However due to procedural problems PB had not realized that the process of prioritizing 
issues took place at the end of the meeting. Despite the fact that speeding is anti-social 
behaviour according to the chief constable, the topic was not one of those prioritized for 
action. Instead the evening economy in St. Ives has been prioritized.  
 
PB had written to Kirsty Squires to complain. His real fear was that the Forums could be 
just a PR exercise. People are not being given the answers they need.  



 
Action: CS is meeting Steve Poppitt on Thursday and will raise these issues with him as 
well as the problem of speeding HCVs. 
 
JP added that part of the problem is that they don’t have the right people on the 
committee. 
ML commented that they should have the right people there to answer the questions on 
the agenda. 
 
After some discussion it was agreed that PB should put forward the same issue again. 
 
Action: PB to put the same question again at the next St. Ives Forum meeting on July 
7’th. 
 
Ramsey Forum – Report by Mike Newman: 
 
MN reported that Pidley Parish Council had met night before the Forum meeting. It was 
decided that Councillor Gill Boyd would go along on our behalf. The minutes of the 
meeting stated: 
 
St. Ives Road Safety Committee: 
 
Mr G Boyd of Pidley spoke about the problems of excessive traffic speeds through the 
village and the dangers that this created.  A week long survey in October 2009 had 
shown that the speed of 82% of the vehicles passing through the village exceeded the 
ACPO guidelines for prosecution.  He explained that there was no footway alongside 
much of the B1090 through the village and that the weight limit in Somersham meant that 
many HCVs travelled through Pidley, with satellite navigation causing a problem by 
directing drivers to use that route.  He suggested that signs to the Raptor Centre in 
Somersham also were misleading and directed traffic through Pidley.  He explained the 
work of the Speedwatch team in the Ramsey area, in particular relating to statistics from 
the speed enforcement unit and HCV surveys. 
 
This item was not prioritized for police action. There were unfortunately no CCC officers 
present. The next meeting of the Ramsey Forum is on July 21’st.  
 
CS said that we should ask which CCC officers will be present at meetings.  
 
 
6 Review of Active Items 
 
Item 2 Speeding in Pidley – Map #2 
Issue There have been several accidents. The police are unable to act because that section of the 

road is too short. Volunteers can be used with a hand-held speed-gun, but they must come 
from a different part of the district. There is only one policeman available 
Awaiting funding. CCC say they may have funds for the Fenton end of Pidley.  
 
KS said the Speedwatch  rules have changed and they will allow locals to do checks 
themselves. KS would be happy to do it. Pidley to consider this offer from Speedwatch 
MN said that this was still a real problem. 



BC added that the rules make it very hard because of CPS guidelines. They must be 0.2 
miles inside the village. 
CS  believes we have to prove it is a serious problem. Pidley PC should approach the new 
sector inspector  (Steve Poppitt)  to get a dispensation from the rules. 
This problem was presented as an item at the Ramsey Neighbourhood Forum meeting on 
April 20’th. 
 

Comment This issue was raised at the Ramsey Forum meeting. See notes above. 
 

Actions Leave as an active item. 
 
 
Item 5 Earith Junction and Crossing Danger – Map #6 
Issue 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two ongoing problems with: 
1. George Corner 
2. Pedestrian crossings – speed and visibility issues 

PB reported that Earith have applied for a joint funding bid to improve safety.   
ML reported that Terry Rogers was looking into the provision of Chaser Lights for the 
pedestrian crossings in Earith to make them more visible. 
 
PB said that both a pinch point and a roundabout would help to reduce traffic speeds.  

Comment PB said that it would cost £4000 each for chaser lights,  £16k in total which was  too 
much.  But there is a solution to the George Corner problem in the proposed 
development of the Minnaar site. This development will include a relief road from 
Colne bends to the A1123 west of Earith. This has lots of benefits. Children from the 
new estate will have to cross the Colne Road to get to Earith School. But with a relief 
road the Colne Road could be entry only and could be weight limited. 
The county transport department want a  roundabout at the Colne End. Earith PC want a 
roundabout at other end on the A1123 which would have the added benefit of reducing 
speed approaching the village. But CC officers refuse to come to meetings to discuss 
costs. They claim it would cost £1m for a roundabout on the A1123. Yet the CC owns 
the land on the A1123. 
CS added that he also doubted the estimated cost. They had had the same situation at 
Wyton. However, the developed might need to put up a bond for that amount. 

Action Put back on to the watching list. PB to update when something happens. 
 

Item 6 Low Road Speed Limit – (section opposite and beyond Mr Joneses). – Map #7 
Issue 
 
 
 
 

Speeding issue.  Speedwatch statistics say Low Road has the highest number of 
speeding vehicles in the area.  There were a number of Speedwatch surveys in August 
with a 15% hit rate. Fenstanton want us to push for speed reduction measures here. A 
camera is needed. Inspector Griffiths is putting in cables to measure speed. CS will keep 
us informed. There is speeding in both directions.  
CS reported that the rate of speeding was down from 20% to below 10%. There is a 
spike between 8.30am and 8.35am when the rate goes up to 25%and another spike at 
5.30pm in the evening. He felt that Speedwatch was winning the battle at the moment 
but more enforcement was needed. 

Comment  CS reported that Jones Boatyard have put in an application for an extra marina. 
Construction vehicles will come out at a blind entrance. CS has made a series of 
objections and has done a count. There is a 30% speeding rate coming out of St. Ives. 
The Police have been  involved but they weren’t helpful. Once construction starts there 



will be signs put in place which will have some effect. 
Action CS to bring this up with Steve Poppitt 
 
 
 

Item 9 St Audrey Lane, Speed Limit signs – Map #13 
Issue 
 
 
 

Cambridge Road Safety Engineering Team/Camera Partnership report that the combined 
camera/speed reminder sign is only for the beginning of such a section. However, a 
camera sign can be repeated at regular intervals within the section. We have offered to 
photograph this section if it would save a visit for placement purposes.  
OM reported that following a lengthy email correspondence with Andre Chabot the 
position of Cambs Transport Dept. remained unchanged in that they did not think the 
installation of 30mph repeater signs was either warranted or legal. They believe that  the 
“..use of the conventional repeater signs (Diagram 670 of the Traffic Signs Regulations 
and General Directions) may only be used where the speed limit is other than that which 
would be indicated by the presence or absence of street lighting”.  
Several committee members found it hard to believe that there were no exceptions to 
this rule and CS said that there is definitely a speeding problem on St. Audrey’s Lane 
with Needingworth Road junction a particularly bad spot. 
 

Comment OM reported that he had look at TSRGD guidelines and it was quite clear that repeater 
30MPH signs could not be used where there was street lighting as the lights indicated 
that the limit was 30MPH by default. However, roundels on the road surface were 
possible with a special dispensation. 
CS reported that Woodhurst has Repeater signs right through the village. He suggested 
we should bring this up again with Andre Chabot and also mention the possibility of 
roundels. 

Actions Action: OM to contact Andre Chabot. 
 
 

Item 23 Guided Bus Route – North Road – Map #32 & #43 
Issue  
 

North Road is not suitable for buses or HCVs in both directions. An earlier plan was for 
both North Road and Pig Lane to be made one-way. The rising bollards should be used for 
their original purpose. Buses going through the town center should use the bollards. 

Comment CS thinks the council will not agree with this due to perceived problems with the markets 
etc. 
PB also asked a question about the width of the road and if they can accommodate two 
buses passing. 

Action OM to send a letter to the Town Council expressing these views. 
 
 

Item 31 Hill Rise / Houghton Road  - Maps #17 & #31 
Issue 
 
 
 
 
 

This new item is an amalgamation of previous items 12 & 22. The issue concerns the 
danger of accidents at Hill Rose as well as the implications of the Guided Bus which 
commences operation at the end of November 2009. 
Existing footpath on Houghton Road to be widened to 3m and made into a joint 
cycle/footpath, and a footpath may be provided on the north side. Houghton concerned 
at plans. 

Comment JC said the work would be finished by the end of the summer. She had also been asked 
by a lady when they would get a footpath as she couldn’t cross the road with a three year 
old and a buggy. She is concerned about young mums with kids as there is no footpath 
or crossing. Yet many people would like to walk to St. Ives.  



 
CS  said that David Wilson had been refused leave to defer the 106 money. It is 
important to get this money to make any progress here.  They must come up with the 
money as per the original agreement.  Should be done relatively promptly. 
 
Money is paid to Addingtons for the provision of services. LC said it might be worth 
looking into this aspect. 
It was suggested that this is our topic at the next St. Ives  Forum meeting. If no joy from 
the Forum we should organise a petition. 
 

Action CS to present this topic at the next Forum meeting on July 7’th. 
 
 

7 Review of Remaining Items  
 
There were no comments on any items on the watching list. 
 
8 Speedwatch Update 
 
CS had a long meeting with the new inspector. It is fairly clear that the clerical team can’t 
cope and it has been cut back. They had been to Woodhurst a couple of times. There was 
an unpleasant incident with one of the residents. 10 days later and same person gave 
Speedwatch members abuse. A young man also knocked the equipment over.  
 
Speedwatch has been very active round and about.  In Meadow Lane Earith they recorded 
the highest rate ever with 40% speeding. 
 
Speedwatch have now got a database and can identify repeat offenders. If caught several 
times they get a letter delivered by hand. This also happens if they are caught doing over 
45mph. This is having some effect but if they change the times of operation the rates of 
offending go back up. 
 
There is a different problem in Ramsey. They don’t get the volume but they get much 
higher speeds. They are now allowed to use speed guns and can get accurate readings at 
high speeds. 
 
Action: Write a letter of congratulations to Speedwatch for all the great work they are 
doing. 
 
9 Reports from Members 
 
PB, Earith : Reported that Robert Armitt will be taking the place of Anne Corbin as the 
Earith representative. 
 
CS, St. Ives : A planning application had been received  for a restaurant and hotel at the 
Compass Point roundabout. It was a crafty attempt for a restaurant & hotel with 150 beds. 
It was opposed by Needingworth & St. Ives, one of the reasons being that the 
entrance/exit was too close to the roundabout. It was also in conflict with local plan. This 
is now going to HDC, so watch this space. 
 
LC, Houghton & Wyton : Asked to be  kept informed about the Sawtry Way issue.  



 
ML, Bluntisham: Willingham wheelie bins have 30 MPH stickers on. This idea was 
borrowed from a scheme in Devon. The stickers are funded by the CDRP. She would like 
to see this scheme rolled out throughout the county. She will have more information 
following the next parish council meeting in Bluntisham. 
 
She had been trying to get costs from the Area Joint Committee Traffic Management but 
had been unable to get them.   
 
Finally the RSG should ask PCs for new members to serve on the committee. 
 
10 AOB 
 
Ramsey Forum: 
 
We need a topic for the Ramsey Forum. MN will represent us.  
 
Action: Everyone try and think of a topic for the Ramsey Forum and inform OM. 
Action: OM to email neighbouring PCs to see if they have any RSG issues to bring up at 
the Ramsey Forum. 
 
Lattas Farm PlanningApplication: 
 
PB said that the application was going to be heard on May 26’th. There was some 
confidence that this would be refused judging by the number of responses opposed to the 
scheme. 
 
Needingworth: 
 
Action: OM to send an email to Needingworth and ask then if they have any issues for 
the next Forum. Also ask if Jon Neish  intends to come to the next RSG meeting. 
 
11 Date of Next Meeting 
 

July 20’th  at 7.30pm in St. Ives Town  

  


